Algebra 1 Syllabus 2022-23
Mrs. Marakovits

e-mail: jmarakovits@northernyork.org




school phone #: 432-8691 X 2209
Welcome to Algebra 1! I’m glad you’re here! The purpose of this class is to provide students with foundational skills necessary for understanding and applying geometric, trigonometric, and calculus concepts. Below are key ideas that we will be learning this year. I’m looking forward to guiding you in your exploration and learning of mathematics this school year. Please feel free to reach out to me any time. 
Textbook: Algebra I with Calc Chat and Calc View by Ron Larson and Laurie Boswell
Units  
1. Solving Linear Equations


6. Applying Laws of Exponents and Simplifying Radicals
2. Solving Linear Inequalities


7. Polynomial Equations and Factoring
3. Graphing Linear Functions


8. Data Analysis and Displays
4. Writing Linear Functions


9. Probability
 5. Solving Systems of Linear Equations

Upon completion of this course students will take the Algebra 1 Keystone exam.



Course Structure

According to Linkedin the top five skills employers look for are leadership, communication, problem solving, work ethic, and teamwork. We will develop each of these through our class structure: 
· Most days we will be working in small groups at whiteboards around the room. After we debrief the problem(s) as a class, time will be given for students to write notes that are meaningful to them. 
· Students will be asked to explain their thinking or reasoning (verbally or written) to enhance their communications skills.
· In order to promote problem solving skills and teamwork, I may not immediately answer every student question, however students will be supported as they think through tasks. For instance, I will often provide a question or suggestion to help a group move forward or to provide an extension to students that are ready for more. Students will also be encouraged to use their resources. 
· Check your understanding problems will be provided on a regular basis as an opportunity for students to check their understanding of material covered during class lessons. It is highly recommended that students complete these, check their answers on the provided key and follow up with the teacher or a peer if needing help.
· A growth mindset where students are encouraged to think and take ownership of their learning will be fostered.
Grades
The focus of this class is learning. For this reason, I will not be grading much daily work/practice. Instead, these are opportunities for students to experiment, try, and make mistakes without fear that their grades will go down. The following materials will be graded.
· Quizzes: Quizzes will be given throughout each unit to determine a student’s level of comprehension on course material. Highlighting an incorrect step and/or written feedback will be provided on all quizzes. Students will have the opportunity to learn from this and try a problem a second time. 
· Celebration of Knowledge: Through tests students will have an opportunity to show what they have learned and know at that given point in time. Students are encouraged to set up a conference with Mrs. Marakovits to review the types of problems that they didn’t fully understand. After the conference students are welcome to retry any problem and earn back partial credit. 
· 21st Century Skills: Through the use of a rubric, students will be periodically evaluated on 21st Century skills such as collaboration. An evaluation may be completed by the teacher, student, and/or peer. At the end of the marking period, the student and teacher will have a brief conference and together determine a grade for each skill. 
· Projects – Individual and partner/small group projects will be periodically assigned.
Since it’s important for students to focus on feedback and learning, assessments will not contain grades at the top. All grades will be recorded in Schoology within one week of students having an opportunity to revise their work. 
High School Grading Scale:
A = 93-100%  
B = 85-92%   
C = 77-84%   
D = 70-76%   
F = Below 70




Tutoring
Students desiring extra practice or assistance should schedule a time to meet with the teacher. 
Absences

Students are expected to review the material covered in class and complete any missed work when they are absent. 
Classroom Expectations
· Be respectful 
· Try your best effort

Mathematics is as much about attitude and willingness to try as it is about ability. Success is a function of persistence and a willingness to work hard for something. – Malcolm Gladwell
What does a Mathematician Do?
	Engages in problem solving
	Communicates their ideas
	Takes risks
	Create

	Persevere
	Makes mistakes
	Illustrate
	Looks for connections


Helpful Resources
Growth Mindset
You Can Learn Anything
Extra Practice
